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PCAF Database Terms of Use 
 

Background 
 

This document describes the terms of use of the PCAF Database by Licensee.  Licensee acknowledges 

that it is bound by and shall comply in all respects with the terms as included in these Terms of Use. 

The PCAF Database modelling draws directly on the Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-

No Derivatives license or “BY-NC-ND'’.   When using the PCAF Database, you should use this 

attribution. 

 

Agreed terms 
 

1. Definitions 

1.1. In this document, the following terms have the following meanings: 

Authorized User means any individual who has been granted access to the PCAF Database. 
This includes employees working for organizations that are Licensees, i.e. organizations 
that are PCAF Signatories or Service Providers. 

Contents means the contents of the PCAF Database, which includes the information, 
independent works, or other material collected into the PCAF Database. This includes both 
the raw emission factor data, as well as methodologies, website materials, and additional 
resources provided as part of the PCAF Database.  

Database means the PCAF Database material (the Contents) arranged and individually 
accessible by electronic or other means offered under these terms of use by PCAF. 

Data Sources are the bodies that publish the data from which the Contents of the PCAF 
Database are derived. The Data Sources are explicitly stated in the Database.  

Extraction means the permanent or temporary transfer of all or a substantial part of the 
contents to another medium by any means or in any form. 

License means the terms of use which govern the license for use of the Database 

Licensee means the organization or PCAF Signatory for Authorized Users of the Database 
as a result of payment of the License Fee to PCAF 

Fee means the fee that is paid on a yearly basis by PCAF Signatory or Service Provider to 
PCAF for its membership  

Non-commercial use means use of the Output not intended for or directed towards 
commercial advantage or monetary compensation 

Outputs means any results of calculations derived from or based by an Authorized User 
upon the Contents of the Database in combination with internal operational data. 

PCAF means Partnership for Carbon Accounting Financials Inc, registered Delaware 
corporation, of address 251 Little Falls Drive, Wilmington, Delaware 19808, United States  

PCAF Signatory is an organization that has signed the commitment letter for PCAF and has 
fully paid the most recent invoice for the Fee (if applicable). 
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


PCAF DATABASE TERMS OF USE 

 04 April 2023, V1  

 

Service Provider is a consultancy company or other third party that assists PCAF 
Signatories when calculating emissions 

Term means the period of time during which the organization is a PCAF Signatory and is 
allowed to use and access the Database 

 

2. Rights granted 

2.1. Except as expressly permitted in these Terms of Use, Authorized Users within a PCAF 
Signatory and Service Providers may access and use the Database only internally during the 
Term. Sharing of user ID's/passwords and simultaneous access via the same user 
ID/password is prohibited. PCAF reserves the right to withhold or withdraw a password to 
any Authorized User in its sole business judgment.   

2.2. Subject to the terms and conditions set forth in these Terms of Use, an Authorized User, as 
part of and in the ordinary course of its internal operations is granted the following rights: 

2.2.1. Extraction of Contents and storage of Contents on the PCAF Signatories’ internal 
drives during the period in which Licensee is a PCAF signatory (only); 

2.2.2. Use of Contents to calculate Outputs and other results. Outputs (derived from 
Contents of the Database in combination with internal operational data) may be 
communicated externally, subject to section 2.4.  

2.2.3. To display limited amounts of Contents and analyses of Contents in external reports 
and publications without prior consent from PCAF. This may include individual 
emission factors, quotes from methodology reports, or results of calculations that 
are based on Contents only (such as assessments of the Contents).  

2.3. The Database and its Contents is intended solely for use within the PCAF Signatories' 
organization. Authorized users may share Contents with third parties (including auditors, 
consultants, software providers) strictly for the purpose of calculating Outputs (e.g. 
disclosure reports) for the Authorized user's organization. Third parties are expressly 
prohibited from utilizing the data for any other clients or purposes. As per clause 2.1, PCAF 
signatory is not allowed to share user ID's/passwords with third parties. Instead, the 
Database and its Contents can only be shared on an individual, need to know basis. For the 
avoidance of doubt, any reproduction, distribution, dissemination, or communication of 
the Database or its Contents to the public is strictly prohibited. 

2.4. Outputs may be shared with external parties/customers, such as in the form of reports, 
presentations, provided that the Outputs a) do not bear direct resemblance to the 
underlying data from the Contents that is used to create the Output; b) do not compete 
with or serve as a substitute for a subscription to the Contents; and c) cannot be easily 
reverse-engineered, disassembled or decompiled such that a third-party may access the 
underlying Contents via the Output.  

2.5. PCAF reserves the right to release the Database under different terms, to stop distributing 
or making available the Database, to unilaterally terminate this License or to change the 
Terms of Use for the Database, provided PCAF will provide Licensee with prior written 
notice before such change will be taking effect. Both Licensee and PCAF are allowed as a 
result thereof to terminate the License at the end of an annual billing period. All other 
rights not expressly granted by PCAF are reserved. 
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2.6. Subject to section 2.4, use of the Database for any commercial purpose is strictly 
prohibited. For these purposes, use for a commercial purpose includes but is not limited to: 

2.6.1. Re-selling the Database in modified, adapted, or original form, in part or whole, on 
its own or as part of a product; and 

2.6.2. Use the Database in a way to compete with or serve as a substitute for a 
subscription to the Database or as a substitute for a fee-based database service. 

2.7. If Licensee would intend to use the Database for any other purpose then described above, 
it is advised to contact PCAF prior to use. 

 

3. Conditions of use 

3.1. The rights granted in Section 2 are subject to the following conditions.  

3.2. If Licensee would share results of calculations, Data Sources of the Database, Contents or 
Outputs publicly under the conditions as described in clause 2 , Licensee must a) attribute 
PCAF as the original owner of the Database in the manner specified by providing 
appropriate credit to PCAF Database as the source of the data (where one overall 
attribution to PCAF suffices) b) in addition, the Data Sources used in the Outputs must be 
mentioned. For example, an Authorized User may state that the result was based on 
‘emission factors derived from Data Source 1 and extracted from the PCAF Database’. If 
multiple Data Sources are used in an Output, the name of each Data Source must be 
mentioned, however the name ‘PCAF Database’ only needs to be mentioned once.  c) 
include a copyright notice and d) add the Disclaimer language as included in clause 3.4 of 
these Terms of Use.  

3.3. Contents of the Database are based on information provided by PCAF participants for 
informational purposes and Data Sources have been collected from third parties. The 
information has been obtained by PCAF from sources believed to be reliable, and the 
included emission factors have been calculated by PCAF in a robust and transparent 
manner. 

3.4. PCAF will provide Services using appropriately qualified professionals, with a reasonable 
degree of care and in accordance with appropriate industry standards. Subject to the 
preceding sentence, PCAF offers this License as is and as available and makes no 
representation or warranties of any kind on the Database whether express, implied, 
statutory or other. This includes without limitation warranties of title, merchantability, 
fitness for a particular purpose, non-infringement, absence of latent or other defects, 
accuracy, or the presence or absence of errors, whether or not known or discoverable. 
PCAF disclaims any liability for any loss or damage resulting from use of information in this 
Database or reliance or decisions based upon the Outputs or Contents of the Database. 
Each Authorized User and/or third parties are advised that they are responsible for reliance 
on the database, data, information, findings and opinions provided by PCAF. Any reference 
to a specific data source, data provider or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, 
or otherwise, does not constitute or imply an endorsement, recommendation, or favoring 
by PCAF. 

3.5. To the extent possible, in no event will PCAF be liable to Licensee on any legal theory or 
otherwise for any direct, special, indirect, incidental, consequential, punitive, exemplary, or 
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other losses, costs, expenses, or damages arising out of this License or use of the 
Contents/Outputs, even if PCAF has been advised of the possibility of such losses, costs, 
expenses or damages.  This disclaimer of warranties shall be interpreted in a manner that, 
to the extent possible, most closely approximates an absolute disclaimer and waiver of all 
liability. 

 

4.  Term 

4.1. The License applies for the Term that the organization is a PCAF Signatory or a Service 
Provider.  

4.2. If a PCAF signatory or Service Provider would withdraw from PCAF, for example if the 
required Fee is not paid, then PCAF Signatories’ or Service Providers’ rights under this 
License can be terminated automatically at the start of the new billing cycle by PCAF. 

 

5. Miscellaneous 

5.1. This License is governed by the Laws of state of New York. New York courts have exclusive 
jurisdiction to deal with any matters arising out of or in connection with this License. 

5.2. To the extent possible, if any provision of these Terms of Use is unenforceable, it shall be 
automatically reformed to the minimum extent necessary to make it enforceable. If it 
cannot be reformed, it shall be severed from this License without affecting the 
enforceability of the remaining terms and conditions. 

  

 

 

 


